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Pageant Information 
and

2012 Application Packet 

Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas 

Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant

2012 Application Packet

Eligibility:
To enter the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant, contestants must meet certain basic requirements and agree to abide by all rules of the competition. To be a contestant you must:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Be a female
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Be a Junior or Senior who resides in the DFW area
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Be between 16 and 19 years old by the date of the pageant 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have a cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or greater during her high school career (Grades 9-12) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Be a citizen of the United States of America

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Be of good moral character 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Be available for all practices and rehearsals in order to prepare for the pageant (see rehearsal dates on page 5, #3)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Be able to fundraise in preparation for the pageant and meet the minimum monetary fundraising requirement
Application Materials Checklist:

____ Completed Miss P.EA.R.L of Dallas Application 
____ Signed Rules and Regulations form
____ Signed Parent Consent Form
____ Complete two (2) Application Essays
____ 1 sealed official copy of your high school transcript 

*Note: All materials become property of the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Committee and will not be returned.

APPLICATION PACKET DEADLINE

Wednesday, January 18, 2012 

Participants will be notified of their selection no later than Thursday, January 26th 2012. 
Contact Information:

Keisha Howard –  Founder – (972) 795-5577 
Email: Pageant@Pearl-Girls.org 
Make a copy for your records, and mail the completed application packet and all materials to:

P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise, Inc.

P.O. Box 700202

Dallas, TX 75370
Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas

Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant 
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What is the Mission and Goal?

The Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant promotes and encourages academic achievement, self-confidence, community engagement, leadership, and sisterhood amongst girls and women. 

Our goal is to empower, motivate, and inspire girls to realize they are unique and strong people who can accomplish anything and make a difference in their community.  


It’s more than just a Pageant!

P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and the sponsoring organization for the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant. We believe that when girls are brought together, educated, and encouraged to be leaders by virtue, not only are their lives transformed, but the entire community is empowered.

The girls who participate in the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant become apprentices in the P.E.A.R.L. Girl’s University, which is a personal development program for girls. This life-changing program is an 11- week course where high school juniors and seniors are taught valuable life-skills in order to prepare them for their future. Girls receive training in:

	· Goal Setting
	· Financial Literacy

	· Public Speaking Skills
	· Networking

	· Job Interviewing Skills

· Leadership Attributes
	· Proper Social and Business Etiquette


P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise, Inc. strives to instill a great sense of self-worth, self-confidence, and academic excellence in our P.E.A.R.L. Girls. We encourage pursuing higher education, and it is our hope that through fundraising efforts, our P.E.A.R.L. girls will receive a sufficient amount of scholarship funds to successfully start their freshman year in college. All scholarship amounts are dependant upon monies received through fundraising efforts, and the girls’ participation in the entrepreneurship activities of selling ad pages for the program book, receiving corporate, private, or personal sponsorships, and other pageant fundraisers.

Inner-Beauty Pageant?

The Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner Beauty Scholarship Pageant is a pageant like no other. Traditional beauty pageants place high value on how well a girl fits into society’s “beauty” standards. These pageants celebrate and reward girls for their physical beauty, and they force girls against each other as enemies who are competing to achieve acceptance from others for their physical appearance.  

The Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner Beauty Scholarship Pageant turns beauty inside out!
The girls involved in this pageant are rewarded for their:

	· Academic Achievement
	· Civic Engagement

	· Public Speaking Skills
	· Leadership Abilities


Our pageant strives to eliminate rivalry amongst girls and instead infuses a sisterhood bond of civic involvement and academic success. 


When is the Pageant? 

The pageant will be held on Saturday, April 7th 2012 in Dallas, Texas.
Pageant Categories and Attire:

There are seven (7) scored categories in the pageant. The maximum number of points that a participant can receive is 100 points.  The categories and maximum points allotted are:

1. Interview with the Judges** (15 points) – A 5 minute personal interview with the judging panel before the actual pageant begins. Participants are scored on their ability to make a good first impression, professional appearance, articulation, social skills, correct grammar usage, and verbal skills. 

2. Opening Introduction (15 points) – Scoring based on contestant’s ability to introduce herself to the public in a creative, energetic way. 

3. Talent (20 points) – This is the participant’s special artistic expression.  Each talent is limited to 3 minutes. Scoring based on their talent’s originality, skill, stage presence, costume, and execution. Be original! Examples are: playing an instrument, singing, dancing, performing a dramatic monologue, poetry, gymnastics, baton twirling, karate, etc. Do something that represents who you are. 

4. Critical Issue Statement & Community Outreach (20 points) – Participants must articulate a critical issue that is currently affecting the community to which she has strong personal commitment and involvement. Each statement is limited to 3 minutes and is worth 15 points. Participants must also provide documentation of community involvement and/or other extra curricular activities. The documentation is worth 5 points.  

5. Entrepreneurship ** – This is the participants ability to participate in pageant fundraisers and to raise funds by way of sponsorship solicitations (no points are awarded towards the final score for this category; however the title of Miss Entrepreneur is awarded on the day of the pageant).

6. Leadership** (10 points) – This category is voted on by the pageant committee (prior to the day of the pageant) and is based upon the participant’s attendance, punctuality, ability to meet deadlines, maintain a positive attitude and individual progression during practices and meetings. 

7. Elegance (10 Points) – Participants will grace the stage in formal attire.  Scoring is based on contestant’s ability to select a modest gown, and to project confidence, grace, poise, and dignity in their movement.

8. Impromptu Question and Answer (10 points) – The top three participants will answer a randomly selected question. Scoring based on the participant’s ability to articulate a complete and satisfactory response.
**Denotes judging categories which take place outside of the pageant, whereas they occur either during the Personal Development training program or directly before the pageant begins. The audience does not view these categories; however the points awarded are calculated with the participants’ scores on the date of the pageant. 

Pageant Attire:

	Category
	Attire

	Interview with the Judges
	Business Professional Attire

	Opening Introduction
	Attire will be decided upon by the pageant participants during rehearsal

	Talent
	Outfit that suits your special talent

	Critical Issue Statement
	Business Professional Attire 

	Elegance & Impromptu Question
	Formal Evening Gown (Prom attire is acceptable)


*Additional information regarding the wardrobe will be provided at pageant practices. 

2012 Rules and Regulations

As a contestant and potential scholarship recipient in the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Pageant, we ask that you read the following guidelines.  If for any reason you will not be able to abide by any of the following rules, we ask you to reconsider participating in the pageant. 

Please carefully review each rule/regulation, initial by each, and sign at the bottom. 

1. ____ Participants must conduct themselves in a lady-like manner and portray high moral standards. Participants will not drink alcoholic beverages, smoke, or knowingly participate in any illegal activity or detrimental behavior. Breaking this rule will result in immediate removal from the Pageant and any related activities.
2. ____ Each participant is required to submit a $100.00 non-refundable entry fee once they have been selected to participate in the pageant. (Do not send money with this application, you will be notified upon selection). 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 In the case of financial hardship, sponsorships may be available for the entry fee. Please check box if in need of sponsorship assistance.
3. ____ Each contestant is required to attend all practices, meetings, and rehearsals. If a contestant has an unavoidable conflict, she must notify Ms. Howard (972.795.5577) at least one day in advance. The dates and times of the meetings (Wednesdays) are as follows: February 1, February 8, February 15, February 22, February 29, March 7, March 21, March 28, and April 4. Practice is from 6:00-9:00 p.m. in Downtown Dallas. The location will be provided upon your selection for participation. Additional activity dates (Saturdays) are as follows: February 26, March 24, and the pageant is April 7th, times TBA.
4. ____ Rehearsal time is very limited.  Participants must be on time to all meetings, practices, or rehearsals. 
5. ____ No gum chewing is allowed during Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Activities. 
6. ____ Each participant is required to partake in all fundraising activities for the pageant.
7. ____ All Pageant Rehearsals will be CLOSED to anyone not participating in Pageant. 
8. ____ Participants will be responsible for their own clothing for the pageant. 
9. ____ P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise, Inc. will not be liable for any accidents or stolen articles during rehearsals or any other pageant functions.  Every precaution will be taken to ensure your safety and that of your personal belongings. 
10. ____Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas is expected to uphold her title with respect, honor, and dignity.  If she is involved in any activity which brings dishonor to the title and/or P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise, Inc., she will be asked to explain her actions to the Pageant Committee who will then decide if she will be permitted to continue her reign.
11. ____If Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas is asked by the Pageant Committee to relinquish her title, she is to return the crown and any other material associated with their title (e.g., scholarship, sash, trophy, etc.)
12. ____In the event Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas is asked to relinquish her title, the 1st Runner-Up will assume the responsibilities of Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas for the remainder of the term.
13. ____All decisions made by the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Committee and the Pageant Judges are final.
14. ____Rudeness toward the judges, other participants, and/or pageant coordinators and volunteers by participants or participants’ relatives and supporters will not be tolerated.
15. ____All Scholarship monies will be sent directly to the pageant winner’s university of choice.
16. ____Once Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas’s reign is complete; she becomes ineligible to participate in the pageant in the future. 
17. ____ Pageant contestants have up to two years post the pageant date to submit all documents necessary for their scholarship to be processed for the University of their choice. 
I hereby agree to abide by all rules/regulations of the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant. I waive any claim I may now have or hereafter have against the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Pageant, Staff, Volunteers, or P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise, Inc. for any injuries/damages suffered during the pageant. The Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Pageant sponsored by P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise, Inc. waives all responsibility for lost, stolen, or damaged articles. 
Participant Printed Name __________________________________
  Date ________________________

Participant Signature _____________________________
    Parent Signature_________________________   
Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant

Please type responses to application.

Full Name ______________________________________________________Age _________(as of 4/7/2012) 

Date of Birth __________________________________ 

Home Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone Number (___)___________________Cell Phone Number (___)_____________________________

Email Address  _____________________________________________________________________________

Employer______________________________________________ Work Phone (___)_____________________

Name of High School __________________________________________________________________________     

Parents’ Names ________________________________________Phone Number (___)______________________ 

Parents’ Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

In case of emergency contact______________________________ Phone (____)____________________________





     (Please list someone besides a parent)

What college are you planning to attend?_____________________________________________________________

What will you major in and what are your career goals?_______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Three words that best describe you_______________________________________________________________ 

School Activities, memberships in clubs and organizations, and offices held

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership or volunteer work with any civic organization, church or religious groups, etc.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Awards or honors received _____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Hobbies, talents, special interests ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What talent will you perform for the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you need additional space, please attach your documents to this packet.

How did you hear about this pageant? (Please check all applicable)
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Radio   FORMCHECKBOX 
Facebook   FORMCHECKBOX 
 A flier   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Church
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A friend (Name)_______________________     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Received an email blast  FORMCHECKBOX 
Other_____________________
School/Community Involvement References: 
Please provide contact information for (2) adult references from your school or community involvement.
1. Sponsor: ______________________________________ Organization/Club: 





Street: 















City: 








State: 


Zip: 




Day Telephone #: 




  Email address: 





2. Sponsor: ______________________________________ Organization/Club: 





Street: 















City: 








State: 


Zip: 




Day Telephone #: 




  Email address: 






Have you ever been convicted of a crime? 

     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


If yes, state offense, date, location: 










Are there any criminal matters pending against you?       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes         FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
Are you married?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Do you have a child or children?    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Application Essays:
Please answer the following essay questions on a separate sheet. Each answer should be typed in a 12 point, legible font, double-spaced, limited to one page, printed on 8 ½ x 11 paper.
1. What is the significance of participating in an Inner-Beauty Pageant?  Why is it important to celebrate 

Inner-Beauty?  In your opinion, what is Inner-Beauty? 

2. What is a critical issue that is currently affecting your community? Is there a solution to this issue?   
What can you and other members of the community do to address this issue?
Participant and Parent Consent:

The 2012 Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Pageant is limited to 10 contestants. Completed application and registration fee of $100.00 is required for official entry. Please submit your registration fee once you have been selected.  P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise, Inc. reserves the right to increase the number of pageant participants or cancel the pageant if the number of contestants does not meet the minimum requirements. Money will be refunded if cancellation occurs. 

I have read the enclosed information and would like to submit my application to participate in the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant. To the best of my knowledge, I meet the above requirements and will adhere to the rules as set forth, understanding that any violation of these rules will mean an immediate removal from participating in the Pageant. I release P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise, Inc. of any and all liability during the pageant and related events. I have completed and signed the attached forms, and have the approval of my Parents/Guardian as attested to by their signature on their forms. If selected, I further agree to participate in the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas events as directed by P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise Inc. for one (1) year and will abide by the rules as set forth by P.E.A.R.L. Girls of Promise Inc., the sponsoring organization of the Miss P.E.A.R.L. of Dallas Inner-Beauty Scholarship Pageant. 
________________________________ 

__________________________ 

Applicant’s Signature 



Date 

________________________________ 

__________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 


Date 
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Please be sure that all required materials are included with this application, and are turned in 


no later than January 18, 2012. 


Incomplete applications will not be considered.  


Participants will be notified of their selection no later than Thursday, January 26th 2012.
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